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GET DUCHESS, SHADE AND COUNT VERTIGO DOWN 
HERE ON THE DOUBLE; VIKEN, TOO. I WANT HER TO 
HEAD A MIGGION TO TRASH KONING INDUSTRIES 
SINCE BEN IS STILL INCAPACITATED FROM 
BLACK THORN’S DART. 


Eo WNG TO PLAY 
FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE 10 BEN, 
WHILE HE RECOVERS? 
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PARTOF HIS PSYCHOSIS: 
16 THATONLY ME CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE. 
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YOURE NoT Eon 
KILL ME. YOU NEE” 
MEORYOU WOULDN'T 


> BE HERE. 


THEN AGAIN, PERHAPS YOUR 
SUCCESSOR WOULD BE MORE 
‘COULD, 


THEY 
HAROLY BE LESS SO, 


ING 
BREAKING THE NEWe : 
MY IDENTITY 

FAMIL 


BUT WHAT KING TOLD ME CHANGED 
MY MIND—AT LEAST FOR THIS. 


CONTINUES MEXT WERK NAWANLATTIR BU8ANO 


THE JANUS DIRECTIVE CUECKMATE! 17 AND FIRESTORM 
86! AND THEN JOIN UG HERE IN TINE WEEN PE CHECKNATE, PEACEMAKER, MAJOR FORCE, AND BLACK THORN 
LAUNCH AN ATTACK ON BELLE REVE IN SUICIDE SQLIAD #. 
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Dear Bob, 
“Weird War Tales” was not the best 
SUICIDE SQUAD tale ever, but it did 


shootout, but 
tried (to get killed), didn’t I?” changed 
my mind; itis completely appropriate 
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it wasn't as good’ as some issues 
you've done, it was pretty good. 
I really the debriefing on 


not 
even in JUSTICE LEAGUE OF | 


I was hoping to see more of Tom's 
team in thisissue, but what Idid get to 
see of his team I really enjoyed. If I 
were Captain Boomerang and aliens 
were invading Australia, I'd take it 
personal, 


wo. 
Now to the new members that're 
coming to the Squad. First you've got 


or Shimmer joining for a few issues?), 
don’t you dare kill him off. Next, 
there’s Punch and Jewelee. I know 
nothing at all about them, so I'm 


Vertigo. The first time I ever saw him 
was in MANHUNTER #7 and if he 
can't do better in the Squad than he 
did in that issue, they don’t need him. 
And last of all there's Ravan. I'm 


kill Ben in issue #2, did he not? Now, 

do you know who along with the 

villains that are joining, would make 

the Squad complete? The Trickster 
and the Rainbow Raider. 

Marson Fedrick 

PO Box 514 

Ellisville, MS 39437 

Gee, Marson, that’s another vote for 
the Trickster, so let’s see what wecan 
do about that. I'm not a big Rainbow 
Raider fan, however, so let's forget 
about him. 

Psimgn died quite some time back 
so itll be hard to use him here 
(although with John and Kim, 
nothing's impossible) but the others 
are all possibilities. And no, we are 
not planning any team-ups with other 
super-teams at present. 


Dear Editor, 

Issue #23 was more testimony to 
this comic book's immensely talented 
team. 

Many crossover stories either read 
well as crossovers, or are good in and 
of themselves, but fail to add much to 


developed, and it was refreshing tosee 
Captain Boomerang actually getting 
commended, albeit briefly, by 
Nemesis. Vixen also shone, and 
though I've never particularly liked 

her, I found Luke and Kari's superim- 
position of her animal powers added 
to her menace. She rarely seemed like 


with a far 


swamp gas really cause trips like 
that? 

Despite all this, my favorite scene 
was the psychiatrists’ evaluation of 
new members. Glad to see Count 
Vertigo, one of my faves since bat- 
tling Black Canary backin WORLD'S 
FINEST. Marnie showed every bit of 
the trauma and pain any decent 
person would after the events of Dead- 
shot's mini-series, and his own shoot- 
ine Any chance of his return some 

y? 

‘One more question: I've heard about 
the upcoming Batwoman mini-series. 
Will Bronze Tiger still be responsible 
for her post-Crisis death? 

Finally, the inevitable request: 
how's about bringing in Golden 
Glider, Talia, and Catwoman? 

. Deejay Dayton 

3.528 Aulneau Street 
Winnipgg, Manitoba R2H 2V3 
Canada 


Denny O'Neil has created an all- 
new character, who was originally to 
be called Batwoman, but has since 
gained a newer, better name. And 
trust me, this babe has never even 
heard of Kathy Kane. 

Of course there is always 4 chance 
we'll have Floyd back in these pages, 
but first he has some hard time at 
Arkham and some serious thinking to_ 
do. 

Catwoman is a distinct possibility 
for later this year, having already 
cleared the use with Mr. O'Neil—it'sa 
matter now of finding the right story. 


< seeee 
Dear Bob, 

‘One of the best things about the 
comics business in ‘88 has been 
SUICIDE SQUAD, and #23 exempli- 
fied all the reasons why. “Weird War 
Tales,” apart from being a great title 
for a story and a reminder of a great 
‘comic, was a great read. I wonder who 
exactly wrote what; all I could dis- 
cern was John Ostrander’s customary 
fluent scripting and pacing. I found 
myself getting a little annoyed with 
the action scenes, because they inter- 


rupted the character interaction, and 
it’s not often I criticize comics for the 
action! I do so enjoy John’s handling 
“<e the Squad senber, though, and 

flashbacks the Invasion 
bantles whilemeceseary and well writ- 
ten, served to make me relish the 

“quiet” sequences all the more. The 
final panel of the issue was.a pearl. by 
the way. 

You kindly printed my letter in this 
inaue, allowing me to make public my 
admiration of the McDonnell /Lewis 
art team. I stand by what I said, they 
were one of the most exciting pair 
ings in comics, But so is the McDon- 
neil/Kesel duo. Both Bob and Karl 
add a certain polish to Luke's pencits. 
and I can’t say that I prefer one over 
the other. I'm just happy that SS can 
boast some ofthe restimpcenntveert: 
work currently on view. 

/ With the Squad’s problems rapidly 
coming to a head, 1989 looks like 
crackerjack year for this comic, 
deed. I'm looking forward to it. 


Warrington, Cheshire WAS [LR 
England 

slohn and Kim thoroughly discuss 
the issue's plot and page-by-page 
breakdown. From.there, John writes 
down the pacing and.then the two 
take turns polishing one another's 
draft. It was Kim, by the way. who 
came up with the new visual for 


Vixen’s power. I'll gladly take credit, 


for the final panel, though. 


Dear John, 

Y'know, they say you don’t miss 
something you've never had; well, I 
wish I'd never read SUICIDE 
SQUAD #23, now I'm gonna have to 
have you and Luke with mewhenever 
I start to talk to myself. Either that or 
camry a portable film projector, but I 

digress... 

Now on to a subject I take very 
seriously: unrequited love. Contrary 
to popular belief; it does exist..1 make 
this point because I fear you're going 
todo the “Etta Candy” story, with the 
Mari-Flo-Ben, love triangle. I think 
Sam Kinison ‘said it best: “We've all 
had somebody that came through our 
lives and made: it hell; you, me, 
nobody liked to lose.” 1 mean, sureit’d 
be great if everybody could get the 
person they wanted, butmost times it 
just doesn't work out that way, and to 
say otherwise is unrealistic. 

[ liked the scene with Simon and 
Marnie; it got me to thinking who I'd. 
like to see as members of the Squad. [ 
like the idea of Shrike, but doesn’t she 
look just a tad: like Vixen? And how 
abott Fastball, Calculator, Gizmo, 
Mammoth and Cannon and 
‘Oli, and have you noticed the Duchess, 
hasn't uttered the phrase “useless 
mudball” in quite a while? Makes you 


wonder. 

Butthe highpoint of the issue was .. 
the mad pic thrower strikes again! In 
case no one else figured it out yet. let 
me- spoil thesurprise. The mad pie 


thrower is none other than ... Ambush 
Bug. 


- Ararat, VA 24053 

Sorry to spoil your fun. but the mad 
pie thrower is not someone new tothis 
series, Heh-heh. 


oceee 
Dear Bob and everybody else, 

T really enjoy your book. I do. And 
t'm very impressed with John’s writ- 
ing, especially in the DEADSHOT 
mini-series and WASTELAND, as 
well as SUICIDE SQUAD. His char- 
acters are extremely compelling, and 
his dialogue is always right on that 


__ 00d old proverbial money. 


But. 

Sometimes, just sometimes, and I 
don’t know whose fault this is, hetells 
an almost exceedingly bad action 
segment. In the case of #23, it was the 
obligatory INVASION! tiein. But 
obligatory is the key word; it goed 
did not belong in these pages, 
cially when so ‘much else of the above. 
mentioned good stuff is happening 
around it, 

As for that good stuff, though, well, 
what can I say except that John (@ 
fellow Chicagoan) has indeed im- 
pressed me once again. | love the fact 
that there can be a whole heck of alot 
of emotional complexity in a “team 


folks from Down Under was is pretty 
durn funny. Then the scene between 
Nemesis and Nightshade was almost 
perfectly written. es subtlety can 
and does exist in 

Ie only there wasn't phat fight 


scene... 
“Anthony Rapp 
1009 Gael Drive 
Joliet. TL 60435 
seeee 
Dear Editor, “ : 
C. Wayne Owens’s eng 


Waller letter in #23 


Tecanse that certainly wasn't what [ 


see in the woman. Then I turned to the 
first four pages in the book and praise 
the Lord! John Ostrander is not blind 
to-the grievdus flaws ofAmanda 
Waller. He struck all the right chords 
in bringing out what sometimes 
downright terrifies. me about this 
woman. She's an obstinate ox who 
‘surrounds herself with top talent and 
then refuses to listen. Everything 
with her must be The Amanda Waller 


the Squad’s recent missions have 


been more for the good of Amanda 
Waller than for the good of the world. 
And while everybody else risks their 
lives, her main function is sitting 
home munching bon-bons from a sit- 
ting position. She takes none of the 
risks and gets all of the credit. I hope 
Marnie and LaGrieve do quit. Itwould 
serve Waller right. All she’s inter. 
ested in now is being able tosit behind 
the same-big desk. 


#28 was a strong issue, giving us 
delicious views of Duchess and Vixen 
tearing up:the opposition; a look at 
‘some new members (looks like Dr. 
Light hasn't lost his ability to enter- 
tain); and romantic trouble for Ben 
‘Turner coming up—though if I were 
him, I'd pick Vixen, too. Is Flo the kid 
of Amanda Waller's sister? If so, 
we've got some big trouble coming. 
Nightshade is looking more beautiful 
with the Devil in her tummy, if that’s 
possible—her new spook look makes 
her so, exotic I can hardly stand it. I 
hope Nemesis will get a much- 
expanded role as the Squad 
ehsigee—he' ’s been grievously under- 


ae Brentwood, NY 11717 


“RNo; Flo is not related to Amanda or 


her sister Mary. Whatever gave you 
that idea? 


gives us a glimpse of the organization 
‘of touch and out of control with 


Checkmate a k 
Major Victory which must mean may- 
hem times three. 

‘Remember to drop us your com- 
ments on this anga, root for the Mets, 
and'keep smiling! 

—Bob Greenberger 


